THE HOMEOWNER GUIDES / RAILING MATERIALS

RAILING MATERIAL
OPTIONS.

SAFE, STRONG AND YOUR STYLE.

Railing material sets the look of the deck and how
much of the view you keep. Every option has to meet
the requirements confirmed for your project. Here is
how they compare.

Concept imagery - not an Ironwood project
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01/ AT A GLANCE

THE OPTIONS SIDE BY SIDE.

A quick comparison of look, upkeep and relative material cost. Cost is general and relative. Your
quote depends on the project.

MATERIAL LOOK UPKEEP RELATIVE COST
WOoD Traditional, built on site Higher S

COMPOSITE OR VINYL Matches many decking lines Low SS

ALUMINUM Slim, powder-coated Low $S to SSS
CABLE Very open, modern Low to moderate SSS

GLASS Clear, nearly invisible Moderate (cleaning) $SSS

02 / HOW TO COMPARE

WHAT T0 WEIGH.

u SAFETY Height, opening sizes and strength must meet the requirements confirmed for your
project.

= VIEW Slim metal, cable and glass keep the view from inside the house.

= MATCH Railing can match the deck boards, the house trim or the windows.

= UPKEEP Wood needs finishing. Metal mostly needs washing. Glass needs reqgular cleaning.

IRONWOOD OUTDOOR SERVICES 02



HOMEOWNER GUIDE / RAILING MATERIALS
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03 / MATERIAL BY MATERIAL

KNOW WHAT YOU ARE CHOOSING.

What each option is, where it works best and what to keep in mind before you decide.

= WOOD

Posts, rails and balusters built from lumber on site.
GOOD FOR Wood decks and traditional homes.
KEEP IN MIND Needs stain or paint over time.

= ALUMINUM

Powder-coated posts, rails and balusters.

GOOD FOR A clean look with low upkeep.

KEEP IN MIND Color choices are limited to the line.

SEE IT BEFORE YOU CHOOSE IT.

= COMPOSITE OR VINYL

Pre-made rail kits from decking manufacturers.

GOOD FOR Composite decks with a matched look.
KEEP IN MIND Thicker profiles. Fewer custom shapes.

= CABLE OR GLASS

Stainless cables or glass panels between posts.

GOOD FOR Lake, yard and wooded views.
KEEP IN MIND Ask about local rules, tension and
cleaning.

Ask to see full-size samples outdoors in daylight. Screens and printed pages never show color and texture exactly.
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04 / COLOR AND FINISH

PICK A FINISH.

Swatches show approximate tone families only. Colors vary by brand, product line and light, so
final choices come from physical samples.

BLACK WHITE BRONZE GRAY STAINED W0OD STAINLESS

05 / YOUR NEXT STEP

LET'S BUILD IT.

Still deciding? Call us. We will talk through the options for your railing project, the look
you want and the upkeep you are comfortable with.

PHONE EMAIL

(608) 607-71923 nic@ironwoodoutdoorwi.com
WEBSITE BASED IN
ironwoodoutdoorwi.com Janesville, Wisconsin

This guide is for planning. Product availability, specifications and warranties come from each manufacturer, and the requirements for your property need
to be confirmed separately.

A phone call or callback request is not a booked appointment or an approved estimate. Photos are concept imagery, not Ironwood projects.
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