THE HOMEOWNER GUIDES / PERGOLA MATERIALS

PERGOLA MATERIA
OPTIONS.

STRUCTURE THAT LASTS.

Concept imagery - not an Ironwood project

A pergola stands out in the weather year round. 01
Material decides how it looks, how much shade and 02
snow it can handle and how often it needs attention. i
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01/ AT A GLANCE

THE OPTIONS SIDE BY SIDE.

A quick comparison of look, upkeep and relative material cost. Cost is general and relative. Your
quote depends on the project.

MATERIAL LOOK UPKEEP RELATIVE COST
CEDAR Warm natural wood Moderate SS
PRESSURE-TREATED Paint or stain grade Higher S

woobD

ALUMINUM Clean, powder-coated Low SSS

VINYL OR PVC Bright, smooth Low SSS

STEEL Heavy, modern Low to moderate $SSS

02 / HOW TO COMPARE

WHAT TO WEIGH.

= SPANS Some materials span farther without extra posts. Ask how the size you want affects
post count.

= SHADE ADD-ONS Louvers, slats and canopies add load. The frame has to be sized for them.

= SNOW AND WIND Wisconsin winters put real weight on top. Support and footings matter.

® UPKEEP Wood needs refinishing. Metal and vinyl mostly need washing.
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Concept imagery - not an Ironwood project

03 / MATERIAL BY MATERIAL

KNOW WHAT YOU ARE CHOOSING.

What each option is, where it works best and what to keep in mind before you decide.

= CEDAR

Naturally rot-resistant timber posts, beams and
rafters.

GOOD FOR A warm, classic backyard look.

KEEP IN MIND Plan for cleaning and finish every few

years.

= ALUMINUM

Powder-coated frames, often with louvered roofs.

GOOD FOR Low upkeep and adjustable shade.

KEEP IN MIND Kit sizes and colors are set by the

maker.

SEE IT BEFORE YOU CHOOSE IT.

= PRESSURE-TREATED WOOD

Treated lumber that can be stained or painted.

GOOD FOR Budget projects and painted finishes.

KEEP IN MIND Checks and moves as it dries.

= VINYL OR STEEL

Vinyl sleeves over a frame, or welded steel.

GOOD FOR Bright white looks or slim modern lines.
KEEP IN MIND Ask about reinforcement and finish

care.

Ask to see full-size samples outdoors in daylight. Screens and printed pages never show color and texture exactly.
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04 / COLOR AND FINISH

PICK A FINISH.

Swatches show approximate tone families only. Colors vary by brand, product line and light, so
final choices come from physical samples.

CEDAR NATURAL STAINED BROWN WHITE BRONZE DRIFTWOOD GRAY

05 / YOUR NEXT STEP

LET'S BUILD IT.

Still deciding? Call us. We will talk through the options for your pergola project, the look
you want and the upkeep you are comfortable with.

PHONE EMAIL

(608) 607-71923 nic@ironwoodoutdoorwi.com
WEBSITE BASED IN
ironwoodoutdoorwi.com Janesville, Wisconsin

This guide is for planning. Product availability, specifications and warranties come from each manufacturer, and the requirements for your property need
to be confirmed separately.

A phone call or callback request is not a booked appointment or an approved estimate. Photos are concept imagery, not Ironwood projects.
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