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LANDSCAPE MATERIAL
OPTIONS.
T H E  G R O U N D  R U L E S .

Concept imagery · not an Ironwood project

Mulch, stone, pavers and edging finish a yard and
decide how much weekend work it needs. Here is how
the common choices compare.
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0 1  /  AT  A  G L A N C E

THE OPTIONS SIDE BY SIDE.
A quick comparison of look, upkeep and relative material cost. Cost is general and relative. Your
quote depends on the project.

MATER IAL LOOK UPKEEP RELAT IVE  COST

SHREDDED MULCH Soft, natural Refresh as it breaks down $

DECORATIVE ROCK Clean, permanent Low $$

BOULDERS Natural accents Low $$ to $$$

PAVERS Uniform, many patterns Low to moderate $$$

NATURAL FLAGSTONE Irregular, organic Low to moderate $$$$

0 2  /  H O W  T O  C O M PA R E

WHAT TO WEIGH.

DRAINAGE Water has to go somewhere. Stone, grade and fabric choices affect where it flows.

WEEDS Edging and the right base cut down on weeds. No surface is weed-free forever.

HEAT Rock and stone hold heat near the house and plants. Mulch stays cooler.

UPKEEP Mulch breaks down and needs topping off. Stone stays put but collects debris.
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KNOW WHAT YOU ARE CHOOSING.
What each option is, where it works best and what to keep in mind before you decide.

MULCH

Shredded wood or bark spread over planting beds.

GOOD FOR Planting beds where soil health matters.

KEEP  IN  M IND Breaks down over time. Keep it off
siding and stems.

DECORATIVE ROCK

River rock or crushed stone in beds and borders.

GOOD FOR Low-upkeep beds and drainage areas.

KEEP  IN  M IND Holds heat. Hard to remove later.

PAVERS AND FLAGSTONE

Set stone for paths and patios.

GOOD FOR Walkways and gathering areas.

KEEP  IN  M IND Needs a proper base to stay level
through frost.

EDGING

Steel, stone or plastic borders between surfaces.

GOOD FOR Clean lines between lawn and beds.

KEEP  IN  M IND Frost can heave poorly set edging.

SEE IT BEFORE YOU CHOOSE IT.

Ask to see full-size samples outdoors in daylight. Screens and printed pages never show color and texture exactly.
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PICK A TONE.
Swatches show approximate tone families only. Colors vary by brand, product line and light, so
final choices come from physical samples.

NATURAL MULCH DARK BROWN MULCH BLACK MULCH RIVER ROCK LIMESTONE GRANITE  GRAY

0 5  /  Y O U R  N E X T  S T E P

LET'S BUILD IT.
Still deciding? Call us. We will talk through the options for your landscape project, the look
you want and the upkeep you are comfortable with.

P H O N E

(608) 607-7923

E M A I L

nic@ironwoodoutdoorwi.com

W E B S I T E

ironwoodoutdoorwi.com

B A S E D  I N

Janesville, Wisconsin

This guide is for planning. Product availability, specifications and warranties come from each manufacturer, and the requirements for your property need
to be confirmed separately.

A phone call or callback request is not a booked appointment or an approved estimate. Photos are concept imagery, not Ironwood projects.
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