
T H E  H O M E O W N E R  G U I D E S  /  L I G H T I N G

HOW TO PLAN OUTDOOR
LIGHTING.
K E E P  T H E  E V E N I N G  G O I N G .

Concept imagery · not an Ironwood project

Outdoor lighting makes steps safer, paths easier to
follow and decks and pergolas usable after dark. Good
lighting is about where the light lands, not how much
of it there is.
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0 1  /  T H E  W AY  Y O U  L I V E

LIGHT WHERE IT MATTERS.
List the places you walk and gather after dark. That is where lighting earns its keep.

SAFETY Light stairs, steps and level changes so people can see their footing.

PATHS Low lights along walks guide people without glare.

ATMOSPHERE Soft light on a deck, pergola or planting bed sets the mood.

0 2  /  O P T I O N S

CHOOSE YOUR LIGHTING.
Most projects mix a few types. Plan the wiring early, ideally while the deck or pergola is being
built.

OPT ION WHAT  I T  I S GOOD  TO  KNOW

STEP AND RISER LIGHTS Small lights set into stairs. Best for safety on steps.

POST CAP AND RAIL

LIGHTS

Lights on railing posts or under rails. Outline the deck edge.

PATH AND LANDSCAPE

LIGHTS

Low fixtures in beds and along walks. Guide the way and show off plantings.

STRING LIGHTS Lights hung across a pergola or yard. Warm and casual. Plan anchor points.
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Concept imagery · not an Ironwood project

0 3  /  T H E  S C O P E

WHAT AFFECTS THE SCOPE BESIDES FIXTURE COUNT.

POWER Where the power source is and how wire reaches each light matters.

TIMING Running wire during a build is simpler than adding it after.

CONTROLS Timers, dimmers and smart controls add convenience.

SETTLE THE RESPONSIBILITIES EARLY.

Property lines, local requirements, permits, utility locating, approvals, removal and restoration should be defined
in writing before work begins.

0 4  /  B E F O R E  W E  TA L K

A FEW NOTES. A BETTER START.

Photos of the areas you use after dark

Where outdoor outlets are now

Places that feel unsafe at night

Lighting styles you like

Whether a deck or pergola build is planned
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0 5  /  Y O U R  N E X T  S T E P

LET'S BUILD IT.
Start with a phone call. Tell us where the property is and what you have in mind, and
we will talk through the space, the options and the next steps.

P H O N E

(608) 607-7923

E M A I L

nic@ironwoodoutdoorwi.com

W E B S I T E

ironwoodoutdoorwi.com

B A S E D  I N

Janesville, Wisconsin

Y O U R  N O T E S

This guide is for planning. The requirements and responsibilities for your property need to be confirmed separately.

Any sketch is a starting point, not a construction plan, and not to scale.

A phone call or callback request is not a booked appointment or an approved estimate.

Photos are concept imagery, not Ironwood projects.
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