
T H E  H O M E O W N E R  G U I D E S  /  C O M P O S I T E  D E C K S

HOW TO PLAN A COMPOSITE
DECK.
L E S S  U P K E E P.  M O R E  T I M E  O U T S I D E .

Concept imagery · not an Ironwood project

Composite decking trades yearly staining for a
steadier, lower-maintenance surface. The right
choice depends on the board line, the color and how
the deck will be used through Wisconsin seasons.
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0 1  /  T H E  W AY  Y O U  L I V E

START WITH HOW YOU LIVE.
Composite decks last a long time, so it pays to plan the space carefully up front.

EVERYDAY LIVING Size the deck for the table and chairs you use most, with room to walk around them.

SUN AND HEAT Darker boards can get warm in full sun. Think about shade and color together.

KIDS AND PETS Ask about slip resistance, scratch resistance and how easily the surface cleans.

0 2  /  O P T I O N S

COMPARE COMPOSITE OPTIONS.
Board lines differ in surface, color and care. Ask to see full samples in daylight before you
decide.

OPT ION WHAT  I T  I S GOOD  TO  KNOW

CAPPED COMPOSITE A wood and plastic core wrapped in a
protective shell.

Resists stains and fading better than
uncapped boards.

PVC DECKING An all-plastic board with no wood fibers. Light and moisture resistant. Ask about heat
and expansion.

HIDDEN FASTENERS Clips that hold boards from the side. A cleaner surface with no screw heads
showing.
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0 3  /  T H E  S C O P E

WHAT AFFECTS THE SCOPE BESIDES SIZE.

FRAMING Composite boards need framing built to the manufacturer's spacing and support
rules.

BOARD LINE AND COLOR Premium lines, multi-tone colors and picture framing add cost.

DETAILS Railings, stairs, lighting, fascia and skirting complete the look.

SETTLE THE RESPONSIBILITIES EARLY.

Property lines, local requirements, permits, utility locating, approvals, removal and restoration should be defined
in writing before work begins.

0 4  /  B E F O R E  W E  TA L K

A FEW NOTES. A BETTER START.

Photos of the back of the house and yard

A rough footprint with approximate dimensions

Brands or colors you have seen and liked

Photos of any existing deck or framing

Your preferences for look, timing and budget
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0 5  /  Y O U R  N E X T  S T E P

LET'S BUILD IT.
Start with a phone call. Tell us where the property is and what you have in mind, and
we will talk through the space, the options and the next steps.

P H O N E

(608) 607-7923

E M A I L

nic@ironwoodoutdoorwi.com

W E B S I T E

ironwoodoutdoorwi.com

B A S E D  I N

Janesville, Wisconsin

Y O U R  N O T E S

This guide is for planning. The requirements and responsibilities for your property need to be confirmed separately.

Any sketch is a starting point, not a construction plan, and not to scale.

A phone call or callback request is not a booked appointment or an approved estimate.

Photos are concept imagery, not Ironwood projects.
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