
T H E  H O M E O W N E R  G U I D E S  /  B E N C H E S

HOW TO PLAN BUILT-IN
BENCHES.
A  S E AT  T H AT  S TAY S  P U T.

Concept imagery · not an Ironwood project

Built-in benches add seating without crowding a deck
or patio. They can frame a fire area, line a railing or
add storage under the seat.
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H O M E O W N E R  G U I D E  /  B E N C H E S

0 1  /  T H E  W AY  Y O U  L I V E

DECIDE WHAT IT IS FOR.
A built-in is permanent, so decide what it is for before deciding where it goes.

GATHERING Benches around a table or fire area seat more people in less space.

STORAGE A lift-up seat can hold cushions, toys or tools.

PLANTERS Benches paired with planters soften the edge of a deck or patio.

0 2  /  O P T I O N S

CHOOSE A BENCH STYLE.
Match the bench to the deck or patio it sits on so it looks like it was always there.

OPT ION WHAT  I T  I S GOOD  TO  KNOW

FREESTANDING A built piece that can move if plans change. Flexible. Lighter duty.

BUILT INTO THE DECK Framed into the deck structure or railing. Feels permanent. Plan it with the deck.

STORAGE BENCH A hinged seat over a dry box. Useful. Ask about drainage and venting.
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H O M E O W N E R  G U I D E  /  B E N C H E S

Concept imagery · not an Ironwood project

0 3  /  T H E  S C O P E

WHAT AFFECTS THE SCOPE BESIDES LENGTH.

ATTACHMENT Benches tied into a deck or railing need framing that supports them.

BACKS AND ARMS Backrests and arms add comfort, material and time.

MATERIALS Matching wood or composite to the deck affects cost.

SETTLE THE RESPONSIBILITIES EARLY.

Property lines, local requirements, permits, utility locating, approvals, removal and restoration should be defined
in writing before work begins.

0 4  /  B E F O R E  W E  TA L K

A FEW NOTES. A BETTER START.

Photos of the deck, patio or yard area

Where you picture the bench

How many people you want to seat

Whether you want storage

Your preferences for look, timing and budget
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0 5  /  Y O U R  N E X T  S T E P

LET'S BUILD IT.
Start with a phone call. Tell us where the property is and what you have in mind, and
we will talk through the space, the options and the next steps.

P H O N E

(608) 607-7923

E M A I L

nic@ironwoodoutdoorwi.com

W E B S I T E

ironwoodoutdoorwi.com

B A S E D  I N

Janesville, Wisconsin

Y O U R  N O T E S

This guide is for planning. The requirements and responsibilities for your property need to be confirmed separately.

Any sketch is a starting point, not a construction plan, and not to scale.

A phone call or callback request is not a booked appointment or an approved estimate.

Photos are concept imagery, not Ironwood projects.

I R O N W O O D  O U T D O O R  S E R V I C E S 0 4


